13-14 October
The settings are purely quattrocento and very pretty, with
processions, festivals, and dances. The duels and brawls are
picturesque and realistic, and quite a considerable portion of
Shakespeare's dialogue has been left.
A DRAMATISED VERSION OF "JANE EYRE"
A dramatised version of Charlotte Bronte's Jane Eyre was
played for the first time at the Queen's Theatre.
Wednesday 14                              THE CORONATION BROADCAST
The B.B.C. announces that the King will broadcast a Mes-
sage to the Empire on Coronation Day, as King George V
did at his Jubilee. This will be the King's first act after the
Coronation ceremony.
PALESTINE
Now that the strike is ended, conditions in Palestine are
almost normal. In the country the peasants are busy in the fields
or picking the olive crop. In the towns the shops and markets
are open, and there is a general air of business and satisfaction.
There appears to be no bad blood between the inhabitants and
the soldiers, who meet in friendly rivalry on the football field.
Towards the end of the strike villagers showed considerable
resentment against the demands made by armed bands* But the
deciding factor in controlling these bands was a picket system
instituted by Brigadier Evetts, of the i6th Brigade, along the
main roads through the central district of the Judaean hills.
The Brigadier explained to the mukhtars of the villages that he
wished to spare them from the importunities of the armed
bands and the reprisals by the troops which followed if they
assisted those bands. He promised them protection against the
bands if they would co-operate in maintaining the pickets. His
offer was generally accepted.
THE SPEECH OF KING LEOPOLD OF THE BELGIANS
For the first time since his accession King Leopold presided
over a Council of Ministers which was summoned to consider
the national defence and reform of the military law. His speech
was an important pronouncement on the future of Belgian
international policy, and in the evening, at the Prime Minister's
request, was made public. In the course of it he said:
"Our military policy, like our foreign policy, which neces-
sarily determines it, must be directed, not to preparing a war,
more or less victorious, as the result of a coalition, but to keep-
ing war away from our territory.
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